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Artist Statement:

My name is Malia Berry, and | am an illustrator, character artist, and graphic designer. | work
both digitally and traditionally in a variety of styles, using most frequently Photoshop, lllustrator,
watercolor, and India ink to create my pieces, though | love experimenting with other media as

well, such as animation, oil and acrylic paints.

| draw inspiration from my other interests relating to pop-culture, such as novels, manga,
comics, anime, movies, animated films, and especially video games. All of these influence the
subjects, themes, and look of my art and characters, by showing up in the form of whimsical,

fantasy imagery.

| believe that art should be flexible, and to limit myself to one theme or subject would be to limit
my self-expression. Therefore, the themes in my body of work vary greatly; | touch on both
darker and lighter subjects, including topics of mental health, and negative emotions, but use

more whimsical imagery to create lighthearted, cartoon-like illustrations and stories.
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: CSU Pride Pack

: Pringles Redesign

: Sad Pigeon Stickers

: Brain Drain

: D Brown Bag Magazine Cover
: D Brown Bag Spread 1

: D Brown Bag Spread 2

: Glistening Aspen Tree

Original Format

llustrator, 11 in x 17 in
llustrator, 11 in x 17 in
Photoshop, 11 in x 17 in
Photoshop, 27.5in x 39 in
lllustrator, 8.5in x 11 in
lllustrator, 17 in x 11 in
llustrator, 17 in x 11 in

Photoshop, 12inx 9 in
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Figure 1: CSU Pride Pack
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Calories 100
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Figure 2: Pringles Redesign



Figure 3: Sad Pigeon Stickers



Figure 4: Brain Drain
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Figure 5: D Brown Bag Magazine Cover



B Activist

Cymone wilder is a letterer, freelancer and
activist artist working out of Nashville Tennessee.
Since 2013, her work has consisted of doing
brandwork for companies such as Smile Direct
Club. QOutide of corporate work, she works
alongside her brother to promote their own
freelancing business; Simon and Moose.

Her creative philosophy consists of doing great
wiork with as little as possible. In a 2020 interview
with D Brown Bag, Wilder explains that during her
undergradate degree, she had very little in terms of
creartive resources, and was known for”scrapping
things together.” These limitations forced her to be
creative with what she had, and she continues to
apply this way of thinking to her current work.
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Figure 6: D Brown Bag Spread 1

sometimes having limitaticns
can free you to do better work
- Wilder

As Wilder says, “sometimes having
limitations can free you to do better work.”
This is to say that when artists and
designers are put in situations where they
may not always have expensive programs
or tools at their disposal, they are more
able to find creative ways of expressing
their ideas and purpose. This encourages
creators to rely simply on one's raw ability
and imagination.

In Wilder’s personal work, she takes the
opportunity to experiment with her
lettering and design, uploading her work to
Instagram to get a feel of how her followers
respond to new designs. Through her
Instagram, she also creates designs that
support social movements, like Black Lives
Matter, and encourages social justice and
involvment within her community.



Paula Cruz is a designer and illustrator from
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Most of her work 2
consists of creating illustrations and designs @ 6
for books and editorial publications. Cruz
I gili . : 1 work because I love this shit. |
explains that design is her passion, and if she I

didn’t enjoy it she wouldn't be doing it. | 1 ‘i!::lll’m Havi .':::_:nic

Her art is vibrant, expressive, just like her
personality,and her work is greatly inspired by
anime, manga, animation, and writing.

As part of her creative endeavor, she locks for
unique design perspectives around the world.
After getting her undergrad degree in Brazil, Cruz
decided she wanted to study abroad. After
making this decision, she travelled to the
Netherlands, specifically the city Rotterdam.
Cruz explains that during World War I,
Rotterdam was completely destroyed by the
Germans. Despite this, however, the city used
the opportunity te build from the ground up as a
way to use innovative design solutions in their
architecture. Cruz embraces the uniquness of the
design she studied in Rotterdam, and continues
to apply what she learned to her own practice.

Figure 7: D Brown Bag Spread 2



Figure 8: Glistening Aspen Tree



