
































































































































































Chapter VI 

SUMNiARY 
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Graduates from the three high schools of 

Winnebago County, Wisconsin, for a period of years have 

received three or more years of training in vocational 

agriculture. The question has been frequently raised as 

to the extent to which this ~raining has assisted them in 

becoming established in the business of farming. This 

· study was undertaken to answer this and other related 

questions in order to receive any benefits in a revision 

of the course of study in vocational agriculture. The 

study was formulated as follows: 

The Problem 

In what ways ca~ boys in vocational agriculture 

be better assisted to become established in farming in the 

three high schools in Winnebago County, Wisconsin, offer­

ing vocational agriculture? 

The graduates of these three high schools with 

three or more years of training in vocational agriculture, 

103 in number from 1940 to 1947 inclusive, were personally 

interviewed by the writer. 

The survey forms used included five sections: 
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present occupational status, factors influencing 71 boys 

to enter farming occupations, factors influencing 32 boys 

to enter non-farming occupations, ways in which the in­

struction program could have better helped boys to become 

established in farming, and the association between super­

vised practice and their becoming established in farming. 

The date gathered by personal interview from the 

103 boys, and a record of their supervised farming were 

organized and tabulated for analysis. 

Findings 

The data disclosed a number of significant 

facts. 

Seventy-eight per cent of the graduates were en­

gaged in fal'lll.ing or related occupations. The per cent of 

boys in the different occupations of farming were: owners, 

5; renters, 5; managers, 4; partnership, 28; farm labor­

ers, 21; occupations related to farming, 15. 

The factors which influenced boys most to enter 

farming were: interest in farming and desire for country 

life, help from parent and relatives, advice from agricul­

tural teacher and help from the agricultural department, 

and the influence of successful farmers and the county 

agent. 

The major factors which influenced boys to enter 

non-farming occupations, listed in the order of their rank 



were: lack of capital, home farm being too small, or land 

being used by older brothers, inability to rent land, lack 

of interest, and lack of opportunity to farm. 

The 103 graduates were requested to look over a 

list of st:geested teaching activities and check those 

which with greater instruction emphasis, would have better 

assisted them in becoming established in farming. This 

list of activities was assembled under five major divi­

sions: Future Farmers of America, animal production, crop 

production, farm management, and farm machinery. It was 

interesting to note that in each of these areas the an­

swers of the boys engaged in farming corresponded very 

closely with those not engaged in farming. 

The records of the supervised farming programs 

of the 103 boys were acquired from the agricultural teach­

ers in the three high schools. The summary of the produc­

tion records indicates that the 103 boys averaged 1.7 

projects the second year, 2.2 projects the third year, and 

1.4 projects the fourth year. An average of 18 boys per 

year out of the 103 in the survey, failed to carry a proj­

ect during the four years . 

The number of improvement projects averaged only 

one per boy per year, and the supplementary farm practices 

averaged less than one-half unit per person for any one 

year . 

The records in the three agricultural depart-
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men ts revealed that 48 of the 71 boys engaged in farming 

had from one to three or more years of young-farri.er in­

struction. ~leven of the 23 boys engaged in non-farming 

occupations had from one to three or more years of young 

farmer instruction. The records reveal that approximately 

two-thirds of the group studied had attended some young 

farmer classes. 



APPENDIX A 

Map showing the three high schools 

in Winnebago County, Wisconsin, 

offering vocational agriculture 
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APPENDIX B 

Questionnaire 
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RECORD OF FORNER STUDEUTS OF voe \ TIONAL AGRICULTt:"'ill: 

DATE ______ NAME OF BOY _______________ PRESENT AGE S C~OOL ATI1E~illEN lTO 

------------------------------------------------------------------------
Date of / Age at 
Grad. time of 

g rad. 

yea rs of . Rank in Office s he l cl. in , Occupa tiona l status : Colleg e Curriculum 
voe. ag r g r ad . ' h i gh school. Name of the pare nts taken a nd pursued 

completed clas s a m:', y ear. acres ---------------------J....------.------------------------------ --- I 

· F~F.A. !lt- E , H.s.;other~/:J~ o/T !O t he r l tota l; .\gricultur e rbn-Ag rric 

1 2 l 4 

FARI-IIHG ST -,_TUS OF GRADUATES AT "i'HE 
FF.ES EDT TI HE 

Owner 
and or 
Renter 

Owne r 

Renter 

Total 
a cres 

I 
Ha nager 

Farm 
Pa rtner 

with Dadl.aborer 

5 6 7 
L 

Other 
a rrangements 

. ' , , I acre s 
Curricl ~Jo, Grad. Currie :-o·: Grad 

~rs~ Yrs ~ 

g 9 .10 H . l 12 l} 14 15 16 .,_. 11 rn l 19-

PRES ENT NOl:-FAE!.ING OCCUPATI ON 

Othe r s as : County ag ent,Agr. 
tea cher, f eeQma n, fi e l Q man , 

3e sp ecific 

1
: 'i'ell f u lly the 

etc .,! 
, na ture of your work . .. 
I• 

., 
! 

20 
1 

21 22 i 23 j __ 2_4 _ _ ~-- 2 , 26 

Legend.: DL--Lay laborer T--Ten a nt 0_-. Owner~--------------------------------­
Comment on post school expe rience 



uc:ct_or 11 
Factors infJ uencine· boys to enter farming 

F.!:..CTO:RS I1rFLU.r:irCilJ 'i· - DYS TO J.JlTi.JB F BHn G: 
:please check -BS many f2-c t ors 8.S ap ;;;ly to your person&l situation 

Yes 
1.1:..d vice 2.nd help of the a~tr icul t ure t eacher--- -

No 

E. Influence of par ents, rel~t i ves and friends ---

3 . :mfluence of t he county agr i culture agent -----__ 

4. Influence of the s cho ol adrninistrators --------

5. Influence of suc cessful fa r mers in the c~rmnunity_ 

b. Des i re for 2n tnd.e !,)en.d ent l i fe ----------------

7 . J?2,::. ent or guardian helped me get ste_rted --- ---

8.secured strut through the voe . agriculture :pro-

gr an1- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

9 .Had 2.n o-p jort un i ty to 1' ent land ---------------__ _ 

10. Inherrited land -------------------------------

1.::.. .11aronts Wi thdrev1 fr0111 farmii1g-----------------

12~Se~1ired capital throug~·1 the G. I . Loan-----··---__ 

13 . Secured · ss ist snce ( fmancic1l s.nd guidance ) 

through tl1e veterans train ng :program-------

14. Interested in farming-------------------------

15 .Long- time_ farming b,, ck ground -- - - --- - - --- - --- - -

lb . '.7i"if'e owned farm- -- ---- - - - - - - - - - -- -- - --- --- - -- -

l? . 1!/ife 1 s relatives c:-tssisted 1n getting a stsrt --

18,,The desire for country life-------------------

19 ,C thers: 

1 . 

2. 

3 . ----·------------ - ------- - - --------- -- - - - ·-

Remarks 
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Factors influencing boys not to enter fanning 

·7s 

r------------------~----------------------------- ; 

I 

JN:.CTOR3 Tirn'LUbNCING BOYS AFTbF, GFJ'J)UATiuh TO 1:;lJ1'£..R 
NON- :F'J\FLING OCCUPATIONS 

Please che ck as many factors as apply t o 
your stat us 

1 . Older brothers used surplus land and eQuipment on farm Yes 

2. Physical handicap------------------------------------- Yes 

3. L2.cked int erest in farming----- -- --------------------- Yes 

4. couldn ' t get along with father on the farm------------ Yes 

5. Did not have opportunity to carry a farming :program--- Yes 

6. '1'he home farm \JaS too small for i:artnership agreement - Yes 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

7. Poor facilities on the home farm---------------------- Yes No 

8. Could not rent other land in the conLmw1ity------------ Yes No 

9. w .clced the capi t al to start farming------------------- Yes No 

10. Parents moved from the f2..r:m--------------------------- Yes No 

11. M2,rried at an early age and needed the income--------· Yes No 

12 . i'lar service interferred------------------------------- Yes 

I 
I 
I 

I 

I 

I 
i· 
I 

I 

I 
I 

i 
I 
i 13. Faren ts not sympathetic towards my becoming I 

established in fr.rrning-- -- .. - - -- - - - --- -- - - -- - - -- - ... - - - -- Yes No 1 

14. The war factories offered more money------------------ Yes --1,.f o -- \ 

15. Felt un])repared to start far1'1ing---------------------- Yes No I 
16. Others : 

.L .• 

B. 

c. 
D, 

J_j • 

I 

I 

1--
-i------------------------------·--------------

I 
---+ 
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.1ays ill wr icr vocat i pr~ r griculture 

aould have better helr~d boys 
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IN ff __ J' .'.fi4¥0 COUIJ) VOC '.TIOl'-.- .L '.GIUCULTUHL 'l':?,.'.IlP NG HLV_ 
YOU Tu/i'TbB TO B..J CO j_ '.B bST1J3LI8H.LD 

LBJI'3TED 

IN F.L..I-OLCN G 

----------------- ... ----------------------------·-------
ViOBK COVLTu.,D n.· J..GRI CULTlJRE bSTL::_,LISJ:bD IN 

lN®i JNG NON¾FAE/.i ING 

------------------·------------,--------- --------

t f 
. . ~:-... ~~~~en ~: ___ J:J~~~~~~!~ 

Fu ure Farmers o , . ..merica I I i I 
l.Greater erJJ)hasis on cooJ)~ratives---, .--------------r j----------
2.Greater emphasis on J)Ublic s peakin~ :-------------J ----------
3 .i,rore cooperative buying 2nd sellingi 1-------------~ !----------
4.More chapter ovmed 1-'.B. livestock--; ---- ----------! !----------
5.u ore leadership training----------- ,------------- ... / _____ .. ___ _ 
~.Others I 1 

.1 .... ------------------------! L------------r ~---· ------
B • -------------------------1----!-------------t l-------0, i r - -, ' -----------,- !-------. . t 

I ! 
INS ~/ RUOTION IN .L,.NL __ Ji PRODUCTION , _ l ! 

1 .S electing and buying P .B. fer:18.le s ti J C~ - ---- - -- -- - -- l---- --- ---
2.Moro stress on long-tune breeding , I 
3-~~~~e~!~h;;:;-;~-;;i;~;;ct-ii;~;t~~~ ,------------i i----------

er1 terprises- - -- -- -- - ---- -- - -- -- -- - -. 1·--- -- -- --- ----, I- -- -- -- ---
4.l\!lore knowled ge and skilliin feod i ng - -- -----------· , __ -- --- -- -
5. }viore kno wled ge and skill in culling. 1-------------- ----------
6 .. M:ore lmowledge of livestock marke ts !-------------- ----------

7 ·~~~!af~= =:: :::~- ~~-~~~=~~-~~~-~~=~ ---, (_--_-_-_-__ -_--__ -... _-__ -_-. ------ -----
8 . More train.:ng on recognition and : 1 

control of J)arasites and disec1.se---· r----------
9. ~~ore traming in lives tock ski l l s ' 1 1 

10.~g~e J>~!~~!~~~ -;;,-;;;;;~t i;;-i~-- ---' -- --- -- -- ----1 '.----- -- ---
lives tock loses--------------------; -------------""! i----------

11.o~~~~s-~--------------------~ ~--------- I L-------~: r--------~ ~------
INSTRUCTION lli CROP PRODUCTION 

l.More emphasis on s electing and buy­
ing bettor seed varieties----------

2.More thorough knoVJled ge of soils 
and soil man agement---------------

3 . More kn0\7ledg e of pastures and . 
hay cro:ps--------------------------' 

4. More e masis on long-time cro J) 1 

rotation-- -- ---- ------ ------ --- -- -- ' 
5 .More knowled ge concerning cultural , 

t ' l :pra c ices------- - ---- ----- - - -- - -- --1 
J 

,--------- 1-- ---
1 

I -------------- l----------1 

-------------- ----------
' ,- ---- ---- -----, 

1--------------i 
' I :-----·------, 1----------
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IN vffiAT WAYS COULD VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE TRAUJir!G HAVE ASSISI1E) 

YOU BETTER TO BECOI-IE ESTABLISHED IN FARMING - continued 

ESTABLISHED IN 
WOf.K COVERED IN AGRI_CU_L_T_U_R_E _____ __,_ __ F_ARM ___ 1I_N_G_-____ ___,._N_O __ N_-_F_A_R_JI:_· I_N_G_ 

I ' 

h Comments 
. I 

6. More information on adapted corn I 
varieties for our community----- -------------j 

7. Others: I 1 

A. ___ --1· B. 
C. 

INSTRUCTION IN FARM MANAGEMENT 1 

1. More emphasis on farm records--- I 
2. nore knowledge about coopera-

3. ~~;:sk~;~i;d~;-;~-r1~;~;i;~-;h;- I 
farm---------------------------- i 

4. 1,1ore ,,rork on budgeting---------- I 
5. More training in organizing the , 

farm business------------------- I 
6. More training in farm aporaisal- j 

- 7. More knowledge on how to gain I 
m.,mership of the farm business-- 1 

8. More analysis of efficiency of I 
farm business-------------------! 

9. Others: I 
A.______ _ __________ I 

INSTRUCTION IN FARE MACHINERY AND I 
P01'!5::R I 
1. More training in choosing power . 

2. ?i~r~h:n~~r:d~;-;~d-;k111-1~-th;- I 
care of farm machinery----------' 

3. More training in selecting 
machinery for a given faro unit-

4. hare skilled knowledge in the 
care and repair of farm 
machinery-----------------------

5. More skill in the operation of 
machinery-----------------------

6. Others: 
A. 
B. 
C. ----------------

' , -------------

j ___ ----------! 
! I 
,-------------! 
!-------------
! 

I 
I 

1-------------, 
!-------------, 
'-------------! 

I 
I 

-------------1 

x Comments 

-------------

l 
!
'------------
------------
I •------------
! 

l------------
1------------
1-------
1 __ _ 
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?roduction 
.Projects 

Classification 

Example: 
Dairy 1-!ajor 

Improvement Projects 

Supplementary Fam Practices 

M= ~ajor Projects 
m= min~r Projects 

In Day School 

1st Year :~nd Year 3rd , :ear 

2 head 4 head 7 head 

---------------------------- - --~----

4th Year 

8 head 

Out of School 
1st . 2nd , 3rd· 
yr . ,rr . 

<I yr. 
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NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF GRADUATES OF THE THREE AGRICULTURE 
DEPARTMENTS OF WINNEBAGO COUNTY, WISCONSIN, WHO GRADUATED 
FROM 1940 TO 1947 INCLUSIVE. 

NAME ADDRESS 

Allen, Wilbur Oshkosh 
Amunson, Bruce Larson 
Anderson, Edwin Omro 
Bean, Andrew Oshkosh 
Bartelt, Milton Oshkosh 
Beck, Russel Oshkosh 
Beiser, Robert Winneconne 
Behm, Walter Oshkosh 
Bork, Carleton Neenah 
Bradley, Lawrence Pickett 
Bradley, Robert Omro 
Bradley, Wayne Pickett 
Brennand, Billy Oshkosh 
Buehring, Edward Chicago 
Busse, Earl Omro 
Carpenter, Orville Omro 
Daggett, Irving Omro 
Denure, Kenneth Pickett 
Devens, Alfred Oshkosh 
Dobberke, George Oshkosh 
Dodge, Fred Oshkosh 
Duesterback, Don. Larson 
Egan, James Omro 
Egan, Robert Omro 
Fahaley, Harold Oshkosh 
Fahley, Gordon Oshkosh 
Farrow, Robert Oshkosh 
Fernau, Charles Oshkosh 
Flanigan, Robert Winneconne 
Fitzgerald,Russell Pickett 
Foote, Charles Omro 
Foote, Lloyd Delevan 
Frye, George Omro 
Fuller, Wilbur Oshkosh 
Gay, Carroll Pickett 
Giddings, Gene Omro 
Grundy, Floyd Oshkosh 
Grundy, Phillip Oshkosh 
Gorr, Floyd Omro 
Gorr, Nathan Omro 
Hergert, Warren Oshkosh 

OMRO 

1940 

1942 

1941 

1943 
1944 
1940 

1947 
1940 

1942 

1947 
1943 

1941 
1943 

GRADUATED FROM 
HIGH SCHOOL 

OSHKOSH WINNECONNE 
1944 

1944 

1941 
1942 
1947 

1947 

1947 
1944 

1941 
1942 
1943 

1944 
1940 
1943 
1944 

1943 
1941 

1942 
1940 
1940 

1946 

1947 
1943 

1947 

1944 

1947 
1944 

1947 



NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF GRADUATES OF THE THREE AGRICULTURE 
DEPARTMENTS OF WINNEBAGO COUNTY., WISCONSIN., WHO GRADUATED 
FROM 1940 TO 1947 INCLUSIVE.--Continued 

NAME ADDRESS 

Howlett., Ivan Oshkosh 
Hunter., Lawrence Pickett 
Hunter., Robert Pickett 
Hunter, Russell Pickett 
Jacobson, Lyle Omro 
Jacobson., Robert Winneconne 
Johnson., Donald Larson 
Jones, Richard Oshkosh 
Jones, William Pickett 
Kallas, Lester Omro 
Kirk, Arnold Omro 
Kirk, Richard Omro 
Koplitz, Marvin Oshkosh 
Kresal, George Omro 
Lee, Francis Winneconne 
Lee., Lowell Winneconne 
Lee., Lyle Omro 
Lee, Norman Winneconne 
Linstedt., Charles Larson 
Maroon, Loyall Omro 
Mathison., Maynard Larson 
Meltz, Ralph Oshkosh 
Miller, LiRoy Oshkosh 
Miller, William Oshkosh 
Much, Clifford Fremont 
Nelson, Earl Larson 
Newe 11, :Me 1 v in Oshkosh 
Nobel, Kenneth Oshkosh 
Ostwald, Donald Oshkosh 
Ott, William Oshkosh 
Overton., William Oshkosh 
Peil, Delmer Oshkosh 
Pffaffenroth,Larry Oshkosh 
Pollecek, Edward Rush Lake 
Posselt., Raymond Neenah 
Radig, Donald Oshkosh 
Rasmussen, Lester Winneconne 
Rasmussen., Neil Oshkosh 
Reinke, Carl Oshkosh 
Remmel, Raymond Omro 

OMRO 

1941 

1943 
1941 
1946 

1944 
1943 
1944 
1943 
1940 

1942 

1940 

GRADUATED FROM 
HIGH SCHOOL 

OSHKOSH 
1940 
1940 
1943 
1940 

1947 
1947 

1947 

1943 
1947 
1947 

1943 
1943 
1946 
1946 
1946 
1942 
1944 

1941 

1947 
1941 

WINNECONNE 

1941 
1944 

1946 

1946 

1943 
1943 

1944 

1943 

1946 

84 
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NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF GRADUATES OF THE THREE AGRICULTURE 
DEPARTMENTS OF WINNEBAGO COUNTY, WISCONSIN, WHO GRADUATED 
FROM 1940 T6 1947 INCLUSIVE.--Continued 

NAME ADDRESS GRADUATED FROM 
HIGH SCHOOL 

OMRO OSHKOSH WINNECONNE 
Ristow, Harvey Omro E46 
Romberg, Harvey Larson 1947 
Romberg, Wayne Winneconne 1944 
Ruedinger, Robert Oshkosh 1946 
Ross, Charles Oshkosh 1940 
Ruelke, Charles Oshkosh 1940 
Schermerhorn, Roy Winneconne · 1947 
Sclmeider, Donald Oshkosh 1943 
Sclmell, Clarence Oshkosh 1941 
Schuster, Joseph Berlin 1940 
Spiegelberg,Delvin Larson 1946 
Stone, Rexford Omro 1946 
Tetzke, Alvin Omro 1946 
Thomas, Myron Oshkosh 1941 
Volp, La.Vern Omro 1940 
Wicklund, David Oshkosh 1947 
Whitemarsh, Gordon Omro 1943 
Williams, Munsil Pickett 1944 
Zelhofer, Harold Oshkosh 1943 
Zelhofer, Raymond Oshkosh 1941 
Zimmerman, Myrle Winneconne 1944 
Zimmerman, Ralph Winneconne 1946 
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