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Abstract

For the Aspiring Wildlife Biologist is a narrative -based resource designed to provide
practical advice, personal insight, and motivation for undergraduate students
pursuing wildlife biology. While classesbuild necessary knowledge and skills, they
often lack the storytelling and personal perspectives that help students understand
the realities of the field. To bridge this gap, each chapter features an interview with a
wildlife professional aranging from graduate students and professors to those
outside of academia ahighlighting pivotal career moments, field experiences, lessons
learned , and advice for students. By presenting these perspectives through creative
nonfiction, the project emphasizes the power of storytelling to make guidance for
aspiring wildlife biology students more memorable and accessible. Ultimately, the
book servesasboth an introduction to the variety of paths within wildlife biology and
a source of encouragement for students navigating their own academic and
professional journeys.
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When | began myhetbamorcsouprsee and started to
wanted my project to be on | knew -rngditt lawayl
That i s, |l didndt want to pursue research or
me rwng, I |l ove science, and those formats are
conveying scientific information. d&eff.éopenmy

To give some tomamexbmpleting my thesis pro

secotnddast semester of my senior year here at (

of Warner Coll ege of Natur al Resources pursui
Wil dlife, andolCogqyewivtahh i @ancdmcentration in wil
means | am a giant nerd for the outdoors and

up in an outdoorsy family camping, ritding ATV
running around outrse ldaet ecdh aasd vnegn twi rl edsl .i fHEOwe v er ,
for reading and writing. |l 6ve al ways enjoyed
when | was deciding upon a thesis pmwwoject, I

passions somehow.

At first, | Dbounced around a few iideas r el
such as writing a story in the perspective of
al so provide scientific facts about udisfufeer ent
one day, but for this project | wanted the pr.
fun |l ittle story. Eventwually, | |l anded on the

about my own experiences as aywilndlIrieflatbiomnl d®

two years, and realized there was something |
Some professors will still share fun | itt]l
ulti mately the goal of courses is to | earn th
skill s, and then move on to the neyywurcaumge.
an education, therebds a degrewrejotlist mptearstoinmd i
can feel confusing, or even plain directionle
remember having plenty of questions when | fi



the workforce? What jobs exist? What experien

just couldndét be answered in the scope of the

| was fortunat e ptua shuev e xtt F@uctusrimdi ectuadfa rt h e
cl ass.r ofTonm ssomebhlhi ngnd others in thisrpoog,i hi
ablTehere are so many amazing organizarnions on
experience and opportunities to discover thin

encountered througWhiber o #dtsheek skanl oomlee.d pe need

pursue this field, thereds no practical <cours
out side of clfasrs.myl hmart djseavthyy, ]l deci ded to bric
resource that offers both practical advice an
professionals in the field.

Each chapter in this book will focus on an

ifranging from graduate students to professors

out side academia. Everyone comes from a diffe
inimd, so | wanted to provide students with a
to consider. My hope is that someomd@sdeanxtper i
in some way, whether thatés from theirce.er son,.

As for format, $tyhesappr oachabevause | bel
of storytelling. While | could present this i
general advice, I find that stories make | ess
Furher more, there are real-hdrededdcdoumntfs nahemti
to mentorship and |l essons, which will be expl
per sonal narratives from wildlife professiona
favorite field experiences, I hope to create

Ultimately, my goal is to provide wildlife

accessible guide that helps them explore the
experienced professional s, enjoy a few fun st

motivatedet o hpar passions.
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The power of narrative and mentorship exte
ories or @Gemlesagalcradwviccad role in shaping stu
d perceptions of their fimt wiéddolfes b( At loiglys
udents enter the feekbtd wnhnthi mpkeysanalbr pacee

reer Teftainl s magi ning themselves simply fAwor

sult, their sense of anredismognr adf pwh eproehe haenyd nui
thin the field rédmaisnsncrdendadeoeuopadndsacertr
nse of |l oss, which in turn may contribute t
al . Mhemneflgre, integrating career storytelli
ntorship can provide a powerful tool for su
owlthhrrough storytelling, students can see the

ments of discovery Tdhadtnedra,pe she pl decoamrmmanr s a
mpl ementary frameworks that help foster sci
cial wellbeing, improve academic engagement
thways, deepen understanding of the field a
vel oapmehi ns elPaa@al ucci20eR0a;nmilr.e z;, 202018 2 n ,

1.2

Ment orship and career advising offers nume
ademic and career readiness. Research shows
re satisfied with their chosen majors, demo
d are ikedeg to persist to graduation (Ramire
corporates career storytelling is particul a
ths and advanced studies they may have neve
12) . B e ypornadc ttihceasle out comes, storytelling als
narratiivwea iil de mtgi tay sense of meaning, purpose
udents understand who they are and the role
el d ( Tur n2er2 5e)t. al

At its core,-dedemteidt peits od @eltfri butes that

rceive themselves withinifaorp aerxta nepullea,r ar oslcei e
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ic identity is mentorship. Mentorship
, and help students <clarify academic
2012). Mentorship also prndayisnal ksiyon
particularly by supporting students
studies have found that women of <col
tored and recognized by o0OheRawmbmen, o
i ng mentorship that reflects a divers
tudents to encounter voices and exper

tation is an essenti al component of i

d traditiundelrgpadtiasseomentorship prog
ip offers its own uni-meiendeard i dscsademi

Hi gh rates of a ndxoiceutnye natnedd daenpornegs si o n

duate e®tudnemt or sdomne pes a strategy tha
es (Paolwucci et al., 2021). Such ment
¢goied anlg ,wdlInlcr ease social support, and e
nari os. ,( P2ao2 lu)c.c iByetenagagi ng i n peer me
ed to participate earlier and more ac
xpertise and critical thinking skills
can see peemomdendtsofsoradvond soci al and
, 2012) . Further more, peer mentorship

nt and strengthens studentsdé sense of

persistence and sudwuess en AATEM Ri0RIlds ShPav
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i's not foSoeveeefylbeaet the diversity of career

biology, I intentionally selected interyv

i ewee

included Colorado State Univecsadeyowtreof essor s

professionals from agencies outside academia

the U.S. Forest Service, and representation f
Conservancy of the Rockies. Recognizimeg the i
connections, |l also sought input from graduat
di stinct from those ofvheshabki bhed pndofmbescan
total, ten individuals participated in this p
professors, three state and federal alghemcy wo
small sample is stbhildseaedkl|and vteh ger necfooangearmdsaeasl In «

possible caredrowedmkwaygs$ irlalngef fodr perspectives

within the, wadpdaifel Ifyy edsd t he professors

experience outside of academia as well

[ State and Federal Agencies ] [ Academia ] [ Non-governmental Agency (NGO) ]
Colorado Parks and Wildlife FWCB Professor | | FWCB Professor Bird Conservancy of the Rockies
Area 14 Terrestrial Biologist (Kevin Crooks) (Larissa Bailey) Development Associate

(Ty Woodward) (Taylor Dziedzina)
US Forest Service FWCB Professor | | FWCB Professor
Fish and Wildlife Biologist (Lise Aubry) (Sara Bombaci)
(Kristen Meyer)
National Park Service FWCB Gradate FWCB Graduate
Regional Wildlife Biologist Student Student
(Brandon Holton) (Mairin Murphy) (Cassandre
Venumiére-
Lefebvre)

**FWCB refers to Colorado State University's Fish,
Wildlife, and Conservation Biology department

Figdrewi Il dlife biology career pathwaysKeepresemiaed

and

C

t ha

these are just a few of all tWheddposseinl éycawbeflfepahhb
institutionali |datsagartiee o iphastlhpwiatyys , oft heaf ®éd owi ng i nter
the overlap and shared insights across thes

Il n devel oping narrative stories for this p

al . (2014) particularly wuseful. They emphasi z
view (e.g., first versus third persomtm@aald how
conflict or point of resolution, maintaining

11



end), showing rather than tellinagmndevakiand yem

the more practical side of t hDmagwi,ng efvri am ntgh e
principles, | designed ten questions divided
and career storytelling. The mentorship quest
|l essons for students, whil et @arhwi sweagsg/ tted | 9 magr ¢

experiences and favorite moments gf tthmstheiwo c
framewor ks, Il aim to give studentsrbdohandctio
narratives that reveal the diversity of pathw
field. My hope is that readers can see themse
inspiration, perspective, awdldbnfedbnoktogmg §

Below is an example of the questionnair

|l ntroduction and Background

f What is your name and preferred pronouns?
T What I's your current position or title?

f What i s your academic or career background
Personal Narrative

T What drew you to this field?
1T Do you have any favorite stories or pivota
e

from your career journey?
Advice and Lessons for Undergraduates

1 What c

ourses or experiences did you find m
your career?

T What is one of the most i mportant | essons
T I'f you could give one piece of advice to i
pursuing a career in wildlife biology, wha"

Closing Thought s

12



T What is the most rewarding part of your wo
about it?
T I's there anything else youdd |ike to share

bi ol ogy?

I n the end, ment orfdheirp aamd wearfrudt ifwveamewor k |
students success and pr oTocegesti hobenra,l tihdeeynthi etlyp fsot
a scienti(fei.gf.eedenngtlyi ke ahwilldhise bimprogi s (Q
and sochailnguelénhancing academic performance
di verse career pathways, and su\Wpiolre i saitgornives a:
advice shared through a narrative f rdeeneepweor k c
value |ies in how they foster connection, ref

ulti mately serves as the foustdhandni ves mhy omr
wildlife professionals to create a more meani

the next genkedhicflle@emgi cft s.

13
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When a small groug

science students had
study abroad and | iwv
the Gal 8pagos for toh
Mur phy was right the
day, when everyone w

counting fish,Gal Spread

penguins came up, an |

Mairin. 't swam ri ghtp | "l1ked
her i n tthleey yfel mast e dlo \

only was this experi it

was moving as wel |l

couple hundred Gal 8§8p i n
the wil d, and here org | 1ht
besi dSohemwmhen she gof FnilamgiMUnprﬁwldinga

water and shared the _ . _ |

el se could she do but happily -chgnagitnghAutist Wwasv
the time, she was still figuring out what she
things and was, for the momemtf t eworskiamg nign t &n

one of her professors told her she had found

Mairin is now a PhD stwademthbiwilmtDrCol Dawidad IS

University. At the time of our interview, she
started her first semester. Mairin grew up in
undergraduate degree in marine sciamceiand bi
Fl orida. After that, she bounced around throu
fieldwork opportunities across the country, i
eventuall yudeswaiedddkrt Mapt er s degree iat the Un
Stevens Point, where she studied emperor gees

14



past year, shebds been | ivin
Hawaii, helping to start wup
program for the endangered
kol oa. maol
Li ke many people in the
resources field, she | oved
ki d, and her career ful fil
chtllicke wonder and joy. Sti
wasnodét al ways on her mind.
many different 1imtser &®trs aov
|l ong time, she wanted to be
ant hr opiocal gaisssti on she stil]
pl anning to contribute to f
Fig@reMairin Murphy death by donating her body
al so found herself drawn to
archaeol ogy, ftdhsdihreatoed almy,amac emahenemast er 0s
emper or Shedse war krec hemi stry | ab after discove
chem classes (though she foundt & kjembvorikn | es s
veterinary offjceayandkgidssbobpkperiences 1in
truly inspired her. Eventually, her curiosity
with birhdasv,e wahliwahys i nterested her.

When | asked about the courses she found m
she |listed ones that youawolukdsdti netbdsgssasenkye
werenot traditional wildlife courses. One of
whhct aught her how different animal taxa func
guestions such as AHow can ducks stand on ice
course that really stood out for her was phys
t hatwesthohow the world works, and just how i mpc
patterns, nutrient cycling, and the | ayout of

15



Learning about
and pushing hersel
comfort zone were
i mportant experien
international expe
about how conversa
gl obal scale. Movi
of perspeoaei Vegket o
North Dakota coal
for her in underStaniigr;t.edaii:inprﬁShwgls
people value wildli. o «.. o4 . oo
culturedhatoamhawyf her experiences, she | earne
aspect of conservation tharmndbosetatndengnt mal &
side of manampemdmtoniseovati oni sts and scientis
candt get someone on your side, youdre not go
FoMai,, itnhe most rodwarediisnwgbreanrgt abl e to shar
doeisd he species she studi esiwand tpheeo pplea coeust ssi hdet
field. There are so many people who dondét, sa
You candét photograph aiutt i &rudi nesapviea wietg | aso ki ta si sb
Or, while people may still find it beautiful,
kinds of interactions she findssmessatewaxdi b
couple on an airplane while writing her thesi
geese or what the tundra smells |like. Similar
brought a group of fihnt Hawaishenksot ftoeavwh heh yr ef ug
despite being the state duck, many of them ha
t hat kind of access and seeing the kidsdéd reac
herself especially talented at ausoefhichds wpsy
when friends or family show i ndfeoetsh emt hesi av
is deeply rewarding to her, and she appreciat
i nspire others to care about t hoenss anheats psahcee sd o
Ultimately, Mairin couldndét see herself doing

16



Even on the rough days,
thinks about the goal s
descriptions of other |
them f dels mearni ngful o
fulfiWwlldbife biology a

ecol.ogy

An i mportant | esson

has gained through her

Fi gBreAsiatic black bece always stay humble. You
| egs. Photo credit: Manﬁ({tl% I\/(Jiurqahyg.et more out 0

experiences by approachingr,everyatboomnasntdedu

ft he dupmbresana t ikerpeds something to be | earned
situation. She also emphasizes the i mportance
go a | ong way. You should never count yoursel!

school setting,arhargd wvdrhlke paarmgdgf f unn

For Mairin, this was especially true. The
pl ace was through archaeol ogy. Her physical a
day that he was taking some students to Puert
hado nopportunities and was on thébasrgeal by wh a
you would call Arock bottom. o6 This opportunit
begged the professor to allow a marine scienc
fierdwowas intense, and she was introduced to
half of her PhD research. Because she had thi
herself out there, taking a chance on somet hi
p

at hwsahyed ,benefited greatly in the | ong run.

This is a big reason why her major piece o
any opportunity that comes your way. Even i f
interesting, you never know what mighbtitnhgrn o
as simple as weeding, she has found, can be r

point about staying humble, even i f you feel

17



youo or unrelated to your education, at the e
of land and stil]l made a difference. AlIl the
t hought woul dndét | ead anywhere havde m@pmowen vVva
l imb, taking that | eap of faith, or approachi
it isndt your didealo topic, can open doors t

never know where something wil!/l |l ead, so you

Fi g6r eEmpGerecsre on a rocky shore.

18
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On the remote di

Col umbi a, a for mer
Cassandre Nerwrhivrred
traveled to intervi

remote areas which

nearly i mpassable d
seasMany ocfonmnhueni t vy

there owned | ivestof

with jaguar conflic
family had been savinF FigadreCassandrel&kal
cows to afford a prop standing in rockyrgrasslan
homeonty | ose those cows to jaguars. For Cassz:
moving because it revealed the very tangible
peoplebs l|ives. She had origroaml theappreapebed
protecting | arge carnivores and popul ations a
privileged cowhérg oar Firaoce conflleiscst tsatniglilb | ee
this story opened her eyes to the social just
and coexi st einrcceomd norl odveewel oping regions, prec
i mpacmpeopl eds | ivebehongds and well

Today, Cassandre is pursuing the mission ol
research idbh ackmbdbear i nteractions inyeawveloped
PhD student in the Fish, W ldlife, and Conser
State UgiCcsSddnsdt the time of our interview, she
project, with her thesis defense scheduled fo

Center f&£&rarhumanm e Coexi stence at CSU.

Hepath has been a fhautr |tyh ex ofaidesimdv @tfo men, and
bi olwegye whetr e sheofdtShret dd rst wanted to become
began in a preparatory school, but soon reald]
structuerdgoalndent ed, with a heavy focus on pa:
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Cassandre, however, was ¢
many di fferent subjects a
to expbmrestransferred to
university, initially stu
whil e also purShia ng art h
pursued these tracks for
progressively began to | e
conservation biology and

fields, which she ended U

Figure 8. Bl ack Iteaairc
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Cassandre Nerfwemivrr the end of her undergrad

After finishing her degree, Cassandre went
nce, mastero6s degrees fumnoiitend &Sthitesdiakfe
rsewor k isepaoc,pmrledtpeddewietr fa | mont hs of intern
erience. Cassandre completed her internshi
|l uti on. The following year, she came to Co
ter f&€rarmumanm e Coexi stencwor kdafgii migt iton deefv
ser Hetrieosshe saparisnegdr PhD research on bears

tinues to explore how people and carnivore

Her switch to the conservation field stemm
Eamwmtatk e a di fference and | eave the planet
y ways to pursual whyawsuindohker bobhssheation c¢
ecially groundingasSheprapeéree whasghtit nber est
ues aligned closely with hera acwmmuarmnsye rova
ple who truly Iived by their ciodhesalrsv,ata nodn t
g5 oidnced her to hewy fwhriscth rheaad as ulcacsetsisn gs tio
er courses, I|like biodiverssicdhydaashgeded t o f
ci es, hanbtihteato vieorswshel mi ng stcalehef Bawbhbhd bdatw
st story of an islandds endangered species

0 b nstohratts h el prneidn dscemtmsheerrv at i on.
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For Cassandre, the sense of community is o

her work. Youdre surrounded by peofplae awis® sar e
(her wordst,hawgh mi neompl etely agree). Ever yone
al so incredibly compassionate andyokurndme optlbes

She also finds any fieldwork experience to be

exhausted, and youdll pr o bbauotl yt heennd yuopu wsipoht aa
bird or capture a great photo, and suddenly i
them is a privilege every single ti me.

Similarly, when it

courses and experiencg

believes that field cgut n g0 2oy
inspiring because itlh ey " '
youbre already a cons
Opportunitieorseahedas
| i et ur al Resource Eco
MeasureamentkBe CSU Mou

Campus are a unique a : : | e

of this (by far the b=’g f'ﬂ,_ f*-ﬂﬁ_ook at
Col orado State Univer 1 \ Ty ass
that shows examples of ]

through fromerdgdamimals

power ful, even if it()sF"i‘aé.rBe"a‘r" ! t he fi

Bgv;pr‘i'nt: Pih
For Cassandreo6s pathwa'crediGassandrel&®abgpe

took a | ot of statistics courses that have pr
anal ysiad | okwi lylomnt mawpr @i fferent kinds of proj
met hods courses were equally important in hel
sciehRhoe.exampl e, smoeneearfciheirnoeompor ates i nter\

policy and wdhoweéer mgprpde se&gi. gualitative

One of the most i mportant | essons Cassandr
is humility. All the knowledge you gain from |
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knowl edge can also come from many different p
depth of experience and understanding rooted

be ti mes when you step into your career or a
you know exact !l yi bvhitattd sy oiundproer tdaonitn gt o n esme mber
fresh at .$obme pki hb be new to something, to n
called, or to be confused when peopl  Bhatrd@p na
why one of her biggest pieces of advice is to

There wil!/ be some classes that people tel
dondt feel thelamnuthatsGs yolflorTheirean may be cl ass
work out; maybe the way that person explains
el se will explain it differently, and suddenl"
dondt think youmdt tgio®dyaur, ( @achgndiodgnddb baedi:
from something just because, say, tyhoy donodt t
Cassandre and | chatted about writing skills
pl enty of pepapnlde iinn socuire piciee lidni tgheenrerdadn ét | i ke
don6t consider themselves very good at it. An
greattphbnestly, everyone is a |little bad at

Ultimately, interest depends on the person
be a conservation or wildlife biologist, and

di fferent from someone el se. Donoét

compare yourself to
You should never thf
or feel pressured ¢t}
same path as 6&wver go
curious, a sakn dquu essutei ﬁ‘
what makes you pass

FigaoO®&rizzly bearPhio
crediCassandrelL&kabyv
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There have been man &7

Tayl or Dziedzinadés | if ands o
in her mind is Bob Stu et Bob
at the Mountain Campus t of
the first cohort of st t ake
Natur al Resource Ecol of} ts

at that | ocation. She rom Ma
to Jameé in the first

Everything was cold,. w eary
One day, Bob, who was stry
section, had his stude n the
muck. Everyonerwds eweta ‘\

Tayl or put it, acting ’{3 flege ki
who didnét want to be ougisgillrzayilgr leé?Qcawful
weat her. Bob stopped the aShaspinned Hadwka't
them, and grmreedad mueal ity check:

if they thought this was har dt hfeihdelyle.wegomee neve
was offended at first, but | ooking back, Tayl
reference she uses to t
wonder ful person and an
teacher whose attitude
entire courseblwas wunfor
Tayl or now strives to c¢
mi ndisteitahi ngs can suck,
especially fieldwork wh
mucKky, wet , and downrig

at t bmédsooul d al so be muc

wor.seseti mes it just ta
Figarehallow alpine po. perseverance {(@é&sget thr
behind it. Photo credit: Taylor Dziedzina.
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someone who al so had t on
with Bob, I can whol eh t h
how amazing a professo
So many small mo me n
hel ped solidify for Ta exact |
where she was meant to
moment came during her y s
along the Green River = o
January morning, she a er e
sittni nag bd uff overl ooki was
cold and snowy, and th I ng
andatching to see i f a 0o me
through. As they sat t e sun
finallyrbegaahéeveal | ey. Fi gasBayl or Dziedz
Suddenly, coyotes began aNort herwhelavwwlp g
foth below them. Their voices echoed through 1
and Taylor and her teammate just started | augl
they were there. I t was,osnuec hs oa fceewn épjetorpa ses . e X p
To this day, she still thinks about it often,
Tayl aopwi silevel opment associate for the Bird
(BCR). The BCR is a nonprofit organization he
work from Mexico to C
throughout the Great
organizationds main f
bird and bird habitat
conservation through
stewardship, and educ
Tayl or describes it a
fij aoclkitlr ades o organi za
Figadskl pine | ake with r with ckeseiavi si ons,
Photo credit Tayl or ziedzina.
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education sectors, and rams
that work with rancher
communities, ahayllarndo
graduated from Col or add¢ y 1in
2016 with a bacheloros | Wi | dl i
and Conservation Biolo he has
wor ked for Colorado Pa SWCA
Environment al Consulta wi t h
t he BCRMariat22.

For Taylor, one of t ns
she was drawwabecthbse
dad. She grew up in a
Pennsyl vania, and from as
big enough to walk, herFigdbBaylor Dziedzi phjgijn

with him. As soon as she could hold a fishing

tagging along on his adventures. Her dad had
entire | ife, and because of that, Tayl or has |
Sheds very close to her dad, and anyti me shed
reason she endedmaunpy hoefr eh,eranndo sstoal gi ¢ and f ond
the outdoors. Ultimately, she ,oanwithwmagi nat
genef@alher, dit feels |

Natur al Resource Eco

Measurements at t he Moul
Campus was one of the m

course experiences Tayl ¢

gives students a little
fieldwork can really be
paced, and youodre going

and i rati ttaitneeds, but Tayl

|l earned so much about w]|

Figae®ayl or Dziedzina
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as a person throughout |l edge
about plant i dentifica p
surprising hetesmedihal
the consul tingi dxpgd dt e
beved+ bun&Kedwi ng a | itt
di ffereing @&ahemigtsi cal s
mul tidisciplinary fi el sour ce
Taylexmpesri ence, those
knowl edge tended to ge est
projects and were al wal r what
they coul d contribut:e.'_‘., |l set
been incredibly helpfu; career
journey.
) Figa7®Bayl or Dzi ed:

Wor king for a nonpro Nort herwheIawwl .
devel opment associate means tnat mucn oOf
Tayl ords work involves fundraising for the or

a positioeheéeikegi hai sy thought shedd be a fiel:
move aniybndtrhda s rol e has become one she truly |
organization whose mission she fully believes
conservation work that makes aTaylfdreralnsce , ma kse
poi ngo toout into the field with her coworkers w
about current BfCRr tphr eopjaescdticsy mla@héelgey t hi ngs she |
and reminding her3aybawhpashedshh&es, swi ms,
and enjoys ot her Eoetnd sormert ehd rnegga taisors.i mpl e as r
in a park can remind her of the places she | o
Knowi ngi t hhawanwheat hers who ftelteds & hep saase wawl d
exilistnspidring

Now that Taylor is almost ten years past gl
|l essons shedéds | earned is the value of advocat

wor king with Colorado Parks and Wi ldlife. The
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and most of t bBeehoafvfei ces di d
windows. She was commuting

Collins to Denver every day
position took place over f a
hardly ever saw suntlwog,ht . S
fresh out of college, and f
just stick ther jodbadan . e Whe
and she | eft the position,

hel ped her reconcile her st
job. While he appreciated h
he told her to remember t ha
do things 9yyy dopdoéneapr age
to find something she would

of permiackmomwl edge you dor

FiguaBwWat er fall i . .. . ~
Photo credit: Tayl 80O™&t od.N@aand thatwaist 60s oka

incredibly meaningful for T
itdés okay to want to do something different,

stay in a job you genuinely dondét enjoy.

|l t 6s somewhat e xipeescpteecdi airlnlegtumigse rf igeelnder at i on
comi nig hipmpbuodo!l | work for al most nothing, i ve i
heal th insuraheaé¢tdr smeppoalkt, and push yourself
But in reality, it doesndédt have to be that wa:
advocat eehfad you want and need, because the pe
about this field are the ones it needs the mo
burt ,buwving on a $200 stipend, sl ekpungwéekshe
they candét stick with it, Adndcthéengi élod ésef ke
hard for Taylor at finssddrlI8ywleorm,argo etdhadthei ff esah
asked for more, she would be replaced. But sh
i sndot the case. The core of the field wants i
can succeed is by askiTmrki hgr cwh a&t 6acgpgp odmuded t he
to make it through.
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On
t hems

grad
real
opti
who
who
ot he
down
expe
of f
col |
expl
try
t hat

of

Tayl ords big pi,besessde$ advocetiog &

| dea 6t Marsyh oft her friends went straight
te school or into a field position they
e they didnodét actually enjoy the projec
S out thera bey®dopdeaa3hlea gseanycsy twhoartk .f or s
e veangkomthmdead e deeply passionate about
nui nel y,tlhaov @ d ereosuetaer ciths probably the righ
who arendét as sure, or who simply |l ove
enjoying the moment while you can, and
ences Tay!l possaidmi ¢s that she misses the
| dwor k where every day feels different.

e&whgedlofu g hhta ds baeraac tpl amat 6s okay to wander

e
f

, t
or e

not

o Aibop aroundo before settling into
commi tting to just one. And truthf

what you wanutt. wlhaok ey otuh ea rtei naen dt ow hfait

Figa®Rurple flowers with al
behind them. Photo credit: Taylor Dziedzi
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For Dr. Sara Bombaci,
exciting adventures <came resea
n New ZGCoanl dauncdt.i nagn dwi d odd li

esearch i n awaost haenr icnocurng

=

Xperience. I't chall enge

ntiredooymsatehnat was very [BY

- o o

rom t hoseuti mwda hteehrenr eU .sSh

rew up. Studying thRing u

(o]

i mmer sing herself birmaa ed
her per sTpheeatei wee.r e count |
moments from that expienrg el eas
t hrou
int. T
entire adventure was amazing and Il eft her wit
] ) FigaoOeara Bom
many stories to tell. Sinc holding a KiD)wi &l s®d.

opportunities to travel to South Atrica and w

a ki wi into a sanctuary

thick vegetation to reac

be heading to Thail and. Dr. Bombaecphkbbhasg bamradn
coll abor at ei mti d rhp eetqpuirag .1 vy

Dr. Bombaci i's now an associate professor
and Conservation Biology (a&S.Ued aotr avdaoy Swaas et Hant
a nontraditional student
compl eted one semester
coll ege right after higl
decided to take a differ
worked a variety of |j ob:¢
beginning her undergrad:
at t vwdntey yeDarr.s Boolmb.a c i
was originally interest e

Figad®ara Bombaci saacde Pi ol ogy but laatharssdewnel
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She

e ar ned

for environment al bi ol odgp

attended Fort Lewis Col
her bachelordés degree i slscienc
During her time as an un e real
how excited she was abou wi | dl i
ecol ogy, whitcoh p uefds ghkel o th

her master 6s and PhD pro

State University. Her mag#§ i s h,
Wil dlife, and Conservati for h
PhD, wseme mor e nbtroo aedcloyl o g
Af terward, s he -yceoamp |peotsetd
position at Clemson Uniy posi ti
opened at CSU, she retur tant
professor and has been t .
Fig@arRr®ara Bomba

There was never a sing near a watejg fhalylt
when Dr. Bombaci realized she wanted to be a
di fferent from many others, as she originally

ot herspobwaeddi ng photography. She didnoét initd.i

her. Gradually, she was exposed to different
which slowly piqued her interest. Her biology
enjoyableg, famdcthuwisled! iifne parti culk eaallilkad somet

Being introducegttonall o
kept steering her ship to

Al ong the way, she never
species or animal she wan
Rat her, shes&d ecqrcewr otro i t s

exciting quédetiabnds iawydto

pursue angwercpeseMbr e

recently, her work has st

toward the human di mensi o

FigaBkkori mako on
Photo credit: Sara Bomacdes, after being exp
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and finding it both
inter,espiecg al 'y in

intersects with widl

As an undergradu

i t hol owngays ctoauuagshete

orn
passionate professof
wasnoét particularlyf ,

sor 6s

u

but her profes

excitement about ornith Figaeepotted her

equally excited about tphOtO credit: field. It

hel ped her realize she could feel tha&at same |
graduate student, one of t hae heawielsyt U aanstsietsat
mo d e tbiamsge d ¢wausr saeel so one of t he mosdte eipmpda cvtef ul
into how data could be transformed into knowl
thought deeply about peas<daraeh siemsa.brTdadero,urtls
extremely challenging and a | ot of womd&,ofbut

resear ofi hendi el dSaei&ewlrdl et at oeatp sttoo nFewW4 7 1
course atonove htdd aff ibhaarnv es tewd eéamtts whi ch Sarta now

cabedi fficult at times, with plenhg ekifuantit

ur supear foddctTloer e ar e

gained from it are incredibly wuseful for work
Over her career journey, Dr. Bombaci has |
go of perfectionism. Ev
still strive te produce
guality work, but | earn
prevent hitting walls ¢

p

c

hecks and redundanci es

~—~t

he system to help alle

of trying to make every

Aperfect. o Others wildl

Figableeopard. Phot o c¢r
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and | ookthooulghl-¢ §
review .gfhocseds es
nother | esson tsd g

a
embracandsegknout

constructive criti
u

ndergraduat e, Dr.

terrified of beingd

perf ewad omomet hing

constantly strove ' .

come to understand tFingPBAA/Sti-(I)JeL:ieSidt:Suggia Bombaci .
constructive criticiom 1+ o coocvnuii a  or
growth and jampd otvheamtengual ity work doesndét need
since perfectiewvreent iiMete.lj Yo kteade sarb®@tut h orw itchuilsa ral dyv
relevant for my fellow Honors studboth astahbh

Honors student myself and ,wercaghtfmidenads giem
n hibgsng fApewétete@ds cokaymiodetatihiat . Embraci

riticism aodhaldpiftestdat nmpobotremanselifs and o
ey.

X O O

One piece of advice Dr. Bombaci has for st

di fferent experiences. As an undergraduate, s

=

estoration ecologist. Yet after a field seas:
sk realized she absol ut el yyochuartseeihfebheBsgkdonod
theyal ly want to do may not actuaglofbiptrbe the m
Bombaci has stayed briopaedr hiawp shne rt ocou rnruecrhti swo, r ks h
wi ahwide umbrella of topics that interest her
down interesting abdaunergeabedt pat hsthe diff
pat hways and hearing about a |l ot of different
where one mayl hwantopteoongs.s al so applies to emb
| eagnnaw things, which can be incoedsfeolrfy hel p

di fferent |jobs.

32



When it comes to framing oneself for diffe
students to never undersell their soft skills
only the  ,lhiaka mr&dild st el ,eamet mphadr retadtliystmadcg er

certainly important, but soft ,ekgdahisabilkeni nt
taking ametequalley valuabl e. Dr. Bsmmdbtancer | i ke :
skills, o0 and they matter in bothdsheWkhdocahed
hiring a graduate student, for example, those
Keeping skills broad with a mix of both soft

di mensions, is critical in the conservation f

Anot her essential skil!l is the ability to

profe3dems.a student reaches out to Dr. Bombac
recommendation but hasnodot really talked to he

Comi ng to orfefgacredlheosusr sof pehd&wir mantated & @mtr t | aars
bringing good energy to class al/l matter a | o

rather in what a st udeawotr kpiuntgs rmiyanr.mgS lpanweisn @ U o n

with professors and inFprofDessBomdblacenvithen me
aspect of her work is always the students she
undergraduate, when students are excited and
Energy is contagious, and sheds renewed by he

educapiieocnes are the b,esduwmlgtarniatoefl yh ert hveorokr e wh
going through the hard days.

Figeai7r&ara Bombaci in a fores
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The first animal Brf T
captured was al so the" orked
with. During the thre n
Antarctica, he helped
capture Weddell seals lw
they forage beneath th ese
seal snarmomst,h mal es a
over 1, 000hepoouapgtyre p
intense. The team wou eal s
moving across the ice
running alongside the ma s k
over the seal bé6s face. t he
researschreol l ed the sea ed it
with a craneraonkedave ; " T
transported it to a renteZ%%gfi;amﬂﬂliﬂzli cut ho
in tHhHeéamnough from other holes that
the seal would have to surface there to breat
with a sorctamonfd heevlemeta Abutt camerao before re
footage revealed their foraging patterns bene
di fferent wildlife captures owaéneiéeabaroesatr s, t
memor xkalpg ures. The significance of the ani mal
shape the trajectory of his career journey.

He has a wide variety of other stories he
Sumatra, a female orangutan once hopped down
baby climbed in the trees over head. He has wa
t hem,i fgpokown to seantihemes!| adasphamgng paws t wi f
Brandon has been charged by grizzly bears, an
appreciation for just how fast and powerful t
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muscles flexing beneath
on a small dirt road in
watched a jaguar sprint

path in front of his veh

Brandon is now a regi
bi ol ogist for the Nation
(NPBRh the I ntermountain
region i nc-eud\ePsS euing httsy

Fi g29.®6r eat Basin .ct
Photo Braddon. Hol

across seven states. His
resource specialists and

in the parks with tahneyitrhcvaipltdilriefse pdri ocsjeeacstes man a

habitat work, endangered species compliance,
especially i mporitsamntedf praorfdiwank b att e wsnr dr esour ce
available to them.

Brandon grew up in the Southeast and atten
his undergraduate degree in zoology and biolo
on t heefprtrack. Ever since he was a kid, he t|
Over time, through his undergraduate experien
and switched, knowing that whatever career he

ani mbdl s. master 6s degre

environment al science
NorthernUMirvemosiat y. Hi s
focused on mammall comm

around water sources i Af ter
completing his graduat

wor k edwialsdblaioff @gi st at

Nati onal Park for al mo on
diverse wildlife studi nt ai n
ecol.ogewentual l vy, he wa

something new and took h Fig\/g?'irian”gdoonn |zlgti)aotn.al



wi | dliiofl @gi sa Ipiotstilta ov er
year Amnmgom.verarching recogr
wildlife needs conservati
ultimately drew Brandon i
some pl aces,avnedr yi nr aoptihdelrys
morger aduaanilnggl s @ues hlkeai ng

out of their natural rang
|l oss and other threats. T
becoming increasingly dir

Fig@neéamera trap foot .
lion. Photo credit: BWedntd®@fd HoQtmMp ke a differen

contribute to conservatio

One course that really stood out to Brando
aguatic ecology. It exposed him to a field he
into an entirely different woand .tfaHd efacwnnd it
somet hing completely new. Evolution was anoth
since it hadndédt been emphaligzefdi matc hil whalr egihe:¢
undergrad, as he put i1it, was volunteering in

=

eptiHéhag.hl hghhwed | mportant volunteering can be

in gaining experience and building a networKk.
especially crucial, in part because of the in
thepyauetserver al papers.

Brandon emphasizes the i mportance of celeb
conservation work. Ther e finid bwhet enaenry tth arte smawy
simply i1isnd6t attainable. Appreciating the sma
passionate about his work. I n a world where p
and two steps back, those smaVhletéstteps hadanileg
a new collaborator, making progress on a proj

i mpr ovemamnstess,agp and pushing through the hard t
remembering those small victories can help vyo

you can.
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Throughout his ca

andon has | earned

d patient. NothingQ

ickly as yocruitnhitrhk

u expect. Whether

oposal, doing f|eI

nding, or trying t e

oces can be sl ow

tience, he sakss i '

pecially true when Figsﬁmegf;;dg;gnghﬂoﬁ_ a

eld that demands an _ ... . _ _ _, _. _

tience. Brandon explains that ités al most a
endoht pabeeause fully underlsaarndiimg hoaw atnh ana
Il nks and moves Gretitti igeconspstdédmdsmeaansd of you
en he usredate® meuntain | ion kill siitiess to g
itical for understandi Hg adahesgosgstes tahdtthte
owl edge was originallgubhaaket adgenmamemahbse
an ddamdnowl edge candét transfer el sewhere. Sk
reytsemsngdpecies. The |l earning curve of figur
at i nfor matailpart hef statyes ,f urs.

Brandon advocates for dJierdeditsd topeoinss das
s advice. The I arge charismatic species, |i
ry cool, but Brandon has mmegwnm agtsipfetaitregs t ow
g., Bads)found t,hémnog nthemrpgpwdti ngs and t her
ed td hethedwnl so encourages samdenhsesy afeiabkb
get out and travel and see as many st hings
n open you up to new ideatso aaxwpillali ¢iunreevsi,t aabnl
en as a resul t. H®reanodnogn fwheinatt uosn oaf flievaer ni ng,
rough travel, which really broadened his mi

eing the worl d.
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He highlights the i mportance of wunderstand
criticlhoucdasy agencyosel ati onships can be. F
Traditional Ecol ogi cal Knowl edge and tribal [
reintr adchuctfioon devel oping a more holistic and
managenemta.l | 'y, ahos bmewndker graduates, he emph
i mportant both internships and volunteering c

andol unt eies olwoorkke d dPonwn toynp.e of experience you

whetd®ran intern, techheianisam, | ot wdhlewmntaperd yi n
positions, especially with the networking opp
acknowl edge that wunpaid work i1isno6t always fea

choosing opportunities thatopkeheeymdobonssbap,

hel p balancAnyhgbtodeappbytunity you can find

Fi g83¥Brandon Holton F
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Any field experience [5 L3 s ivorgl 0 f f er,
t one that &ideths yost :
t abneo efese and pol ar b

stdoc, she spent her s‘rchill
rthern Manitoba, Cana.vi'r X o 1t i me o
ar, snow geese become S | e mol t
d Dr. Aubr ynaamd ul ar rto{f{j

em up onisbmet bmeds aed

en thousands at a ti mds tire d
tting on buckets, wei | nd ban
e geese to study their estim
rvival rates basTehdi sonw

so the deaxomfwhédire pol argi"384ise Aubr

me oaeh To a bear, a pen a Snow Gooy,sands o
ow geese | ooked | i ke an easy meal . Dr. Aubr:
e group. There were ten people on the team,
s | ookibmwemutpual | y someone did and the cry of

am deterred the bear with pyrotébhsesi wasabd.
bryds first close encounter with a polar be
eyore much | ahgermapganepnandi ghough they ca

stance,bet lbneny toigm onfo yto$Srhes 6t ealclount ered many

| ar bears after this, but this first exper.i
Todd&dy, Aubry is an associate professor of
i ver(sCistByyssh, Wil dl i f e, and Conservation Bi ol
om France, where she completed most of her
the Univerisntlyi of oJpul wusle a minor i n ani m:
sterds at t hevhsame slthrei verseiatrcxhed the i mpact

agmentation on r oe dBeeetrwepeonp utlhaetsieo np rdoygnraanmsc, s

e amumony to study abroad for a year through
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France and Canada at Con
Uni versity iary eMontwaesa l

particularly important f
hel ped her discover her
ecol ogy and evolutionary
Aubry compl eted her PhD
at the Max Planck I nstit
DemographicSReséeaeah.

moved to the United Stat

Fi g8%.Rol ar b e atrh rwoaul gkhi. two postdoctoral positio
Photo credit: Li . .

University: one focused
management and popul ation dgaamiesrethaetethet
thsame university, she eventually became a re:
evolivretdo a faculty position as laat easshsel sntoavnetd ptr

her current rol e at CSU.

Dr. Aubryods | ove of nature and wildlife dr.
her childhood, as her family spent a great de
most | mpamdrsthde st il |l <cl early remembers was wh

Al berta, Canada. She waswbergi hakrg Wwaesmmauna

farmland, and suddenly found herself in a pla
deer . Even as a young child, this expearnience
such incredible | andscapes and wildlife exist
on her. Although her family eventually return

Canada or the passion Todawn,atuhhe oftt éhrel fpierdd 9 gt
gravitating more towards the poles for work.

arctic |l andscapes and the incredible |Iife his
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The year Dr. AubfE=
at Concordia Univerf
most valuable exper
journey. She took ale
behavioral ecol ogy
which she describes

course she has ever}|

wi t hortehtei cal concep
engaging examples al W4 _‘
-l'\l\i AW '\hf\ll hn\nl

that sparked her Cur'Figaﬁee 507 2t "Thear ™
species adapt to thei Photo credit: L
and the timescales behind evolutionary proces
fascinating, and thespioftesesobl madent h&hcl @ h
conservation biology, this experaotehtecrenemsli pad
interested her and how it connected to conser

Fieldwork was also a cruci al part of her d

opportunitiesnt e xgeeirn emards so that aspect canm
car €fehro.se oppshbweidt hes that while you can hav
hypotheses, understandi ng, htohvwa thGoyluad laloedgt t he
how to anad yegmdeidilgi usdbansand rewarding, but
i mportant to design waygatao sogeurd setcito ms.l i Talbd see

expieernces tabgbt hke sciernthiafti d hppr mded s tand o

scientific questions is only as strong as the

Dr. Aubry never initially intended to end |
was a path of Al did my bachel,dobs, Inbwkehato
and making inquiries, o and realizing she enjo

|l ed to a mast ekaodcsh, dtohoern sahePhD.avel ed t hrough |
openWwWhgt Dr. Aubry has | earned along the way
l earn and ocooamptl agent
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Being willing to | ear
others and to coll abor at
part of a successful <cal
|l i kes to say she only w¢
because she surrounds he
peopl earvehcequal ly passio
can teach e a8 hleotc an
hopefully teach somet hi:

When those coll aboratior

Au

co

go

P a
S u

ma
i n
w h
h o
ar
t h
co
t h

Figdi7e Polar be the odds of carrying out

Phot dit: i '
oto credi proJeCtS and d0|ng QOOd

od people increase. So, shedés |l earned to ke
Wor king with these friends and getting to
bry is grahkeéllpstheerrnapnads si on. She gets to tr

nferences and fieldwork, which have brought
ne otherwise. Seeand seedegt s hsemcbaed fun a
ve for reseairs halasha ismcdreencciebl y rewarding for
di fference in the world by improving conser
6s athmzseneg t he people you care about being s
ssionate about. Even on the hard days, when
ccess makes it all worth it.

When it comes to traveling for this career
ny people think tihepecoal dynetdemdi inwh & |

ternships too |l ogistically challenging or e
o truly want this path t o aetxlpdy&dd e es wrpmroirs
W much is available. She wants to move away
e onltyheaames boiugthd. There are otherewgys to |
rough fellowships, scholarships, grants, et
untries by foll owing opportuniThéesgahdghead

e i mportance of networking and communicatio
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that s respectful but also conveys oneds pass

down the | ine.
Ultimately, Dr. Aubry encourages students 1
onesteo fa speci fic segseicnigelse, gl uoecsattiioonn., Boer wi | | i n

di fferent Aflavorso of ecology andogqa&iers exper

andoesenmndtoy. Be open to any opportunity that |
align perfechtlyyswkwagivhad do. l'tds only throu
one |l earns whatDtheAulkemy®dy worsk .withsrae deer,
total "TbattHatr eexperience taught her that experi
that studying natural swasds.enkseri nPhihedXxp enraiteaunr cae
wonder ful precisely because her master s had
mi nded and foll owing oneds passion, while als
essential . Opportunityorexpmlserse wplp opatums ,t yev ar

t hefyibhd the right one.
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Since Ty Woodwardoés ki n

grade school, he htacs tbleesin

schoal ti ple times to ttah e eer an
fielwd |l affife biology. Ever he pas
years has reminded him wh s fiel
are times in this career to ge
down and | ose sight of toh re, bu
interacting with kids and excite
abut wil dl i f e whlywahyes droeeasf

does He mainly gi vreesl abtiegdh (@

presenst,attiaolnki ng about ge and t he

i mportance ofL acsotn byesrlavhaatdi o
the chance to |l ead a spec his s
figt Ade class. Colorado P: Fig8®e Ty Woocjg¢e (¢
was planning a bighorn sheep trapping and tr a
seeing how enthusiastic the kids were about s
baiting process. He hehpedrbhesscbodkmgortghaedi 3
outing. When the group arrihwewed aotn tthe Htailtl sd9id
kids got to help put out bait while excitedly
sheep were successfully captured and transl oc
share the results and explaipmHef wsat rdo Itehitsh eeyx ppe
was i mportant for both the program and the ag
experience of seeing the kids excited and fos

wildlife biologists that was most memorabl e.

Ty Woodward is the Area 14 wildlife biolog
working out of the Colorado Springs CPW offic
degree in biology at Colorado Coll ege and ear
Col oraeéo U811 a®Pueibl yli s graduate rlesses@rraihr i f®@cuse
Chicken habitat, specifically examining the Cc

habitat quality provided by rural l ands. Ty f
4 4



his undergraduate years when he worked as a h
Springs office. Most of his work, however, to
Cripple Creek area. He found that job through

technician in Lamar. At the time, Ty was a hi
him realize that he could have aft@darcdeaxrwhermre
That realization |l ed him to switch thoaba thaitol o

related roles before trfamsugsednwargk i Indtoe moirre

undergraduate journey.

When Ty first started col
know exactly what he wanted
enjoyed history, so he assum
direction he should go. Wild

conservation had never been
hi gh school, ana sgmalwi nrgu rugl
town of Latmawti Inklainfte i ¢ wor k
di dnoalti kfeeeadn appdrte mtasmadtth un
got to college and discovere
t hat everything clicked, and

he wanted to pursue.

[ think this is an intere
FiguOe Ty Woodwar happens today. Personally, |
mountain lion kitlied tiel g until midway thro

heard the same from many others makes me cur.i
this: outreach, public percepti dhj smedi al sov &
really enjoyed Tyés story about Il etting kids
such an amazing way to both spread the messag

awareness for the field.

Even thywwmglRred coll ege haissoaehfstowyl ohaj 6 e,
outdesdmasted at. aGyownggagp, he spent many sum
grandmot her, who often took him fishing at | o
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run around catching lizards, snakes, scorpion

interacted with wildlife through hunting, fis
fun. Ty also believes there Iis someawsngsi nhe
toward natur e. ltés a place of peace and soli
reenergi zed. For those who feel that pull esp
fulfilling about spending time in wild places
While i mpactful ciecnusady vradli eans iarcd ilmingghor n st
trailer after a translocation project or fini
watching wildlideebegi
incredibly rewarding, has
shifted since becoming s kids
engaged with conservat
them out on Pikes Peak ,
watching them | ie in t 1} ocul ar

in hand andahéelop, t 8e danl
ring their question huntin

ys in wildlifwe dmasrea

ct

ed

g ML d dbout

Figdne Ty Woodwar,d|b|
front of a he'licoptyer.

proas #08 is usually on (... L4<+. c¢c.<¢. <. de,

orite moments from

mentioned earlier was

a
a
manageméns wee One of hi
v
n
v

give a presentation to

how to age bighorn sheep

but he absolutely knocked the presentation ou

There were sever al professors throughout T
encouraging as he pursued a career in wildlif
courses as an undergraduate were especially m
Coll pPgewas also in the block plan, which all o
and a hal fwhwecehk ap rloovti doefd f 1l exi bi | i ty. Because
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cl asses were able to t
| ong dtaytéhneld trips
student shaeamdagsvg ¢ h
the malteromeé .cour se, f
exampl e, the class tr:
Ut awWwestern Col orado, a
Rocky Mountain Nati on:
meet with biologists ¢
aqguatics work with nat
FigdeMul e deer mRbhaetzbecredi species. They went el e
and netting to catch 1
species, and for-opegnitnlgi £ xwas iamceye nt o what
should liookelrmbeof native Beesiiebk| cdoenpge sab € 1 ® n
native fish in his hands anrde preead @ rztienage i yh et Ihcaot
threatened individual
Being in Dinosaur National Monument and wa
bi ghornaledgeepe nearby cliffs, or hearing el Kk
Mountain National Park, were adrms@pr ofhgeikrdi bl e
these systems. I n graduate school, Ty had the
trips to observe | esser prairie tchlwkeskens and
focused on ornithology in general, but he al s
species he was studying for his thesis. He to
had thetohamat& with them about their futures
(These kinds ,getéexpgroencesto the field and s
and speciearensactuonand i mpact f ul Shoutout
Management of Large Mammal s, 0 where my entire
you can find opportunities |ike these, I hi gh
One of the most i mportant | essons Ty has |
grounded and mai Mt si wop &r sypé bt iedeacati on and o
realize the i mportance of this dawdidndg oo utthue
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fundamental goal of wildlife management and c
amid outside influences from society, politic:
not being afraid to spedkeup fWwot |l what maoy bel
where youol |l be pressuredbutdt doldnegtbnhbhg @ouUu
and continuing to advocat,esfesswintdlailf enamadTfc

u
and for staying grounded

The big piece of advice Ty has for student
may give you thei Migirhiyw trihs ndi el d and pursui n
what helps you sticklwidshai haaddf,éeepgicte@eblbyierm
you have a spea@ainfdi dejiolyg ipermisdent while keep
prize is what it takes to be successful. Ty j
Asupertech, 0 bewialudslei fhee taenodh kheadbiiatrartp ad imtoisd n s i fn
years before-tliammedijnogh hwist hf udoll or Belma Psaeg kaf atnhdi

he al so strongly encourages students to be fl e

stayed exclusively in the Colorado Springs ar
Being willing to move from job to jobe and ev
possibilities.

From that popbheaspegtbeen a technician for ma
someone who hi rTeys atdedcsh ntihcaitantsher edés a | ot to b

early, staying |l ate when possible, and being

with a strong worKk

out, whether theyor
on paper or not. So
hard, i s adaptabl e,

chall engedr iwioe vieh €| witee
them speaks vol umes|

environment . Ther e
mi ni mum qualifi-get:i
6emo attitude is a

FigdB8e Ty Woodward and
front of a Rocky Mount
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There was never
spark or defining
DrLar iBsasial ey to pur §
bi ol ogy and conser
considers her path
jourimenye $hattravel
by step, often wit

where she was headi

dr atwg s ome ifne elnien g ﬁ

or anot her . There were manv <small

Figdde Larissa Bail
moments that, togethe. ,  _ _ . _. .-
where she is now. One such example came when

original project was going to focus on esti ma

n
tropics wusing iccahmewear e raa prsel amhi vely new technc
e

However, the projecquidtsa pdtannemde tlngdtetaar, she
working on salamanders in the southern Appal a
Mount ains National Park. Still somewhat relat

invol ved estimating theciabsand@oef lmorf tah ec rynpittie
St atesl gliobadllyot spot f
sal amander diversity, w
thirty species present.
|l i kecpuetered ten to twv
species regularly, and
conditions and enough p
coul dt feinmdcr awl i ng all

her.

Dr . Bailey is a prof
Fish, Wi ldlife, and Con

Figds e Lari ssa Bawaltee )
samplasthe field Biology Department at C

State Univers-mayor &de d
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as an undergraduate, earning a Bachelor of Sc
Hi story, along with a minor in Mathematics. S
i n Bi oma twhhe ncaht ibtl &&rn diedt er est s i n biology and m
Ph.D. inWEZioloéoglye certainly grew up with an a]
of the biggest draws for Dr. Bail ey to htehe wi
field to be vewlyemwel|l ewen ysgodawpwddsd hadengonser

ecosystems and native cpermée@sa b®@aamdevhnathur al
fostered an envir onmemtc otulraatg i wmags vaenldc accrhiad d ,e n g

enjoyable way. Similarly, her enjoyment of te:

family of teachers, with m
extended family members in
tutored others in high sch
kind @ffomenerel ationship ver
enjoyabl e.

For Dr. Bail ey, teachi ng
are the most rewarding asp:
and what keep her passiona:
about the futureenjoofy st hiet f i
when students enter the cl
apprehension but | eave coni
material -wodl|l dtappéeaktation
Making information accessi |

is important to her, and i

Figdb6e Larissa Bai

meaningful when former st u:
after entering the profession to ackinowl edge
someghtshtae consitdeelriss vfiitealld. Hearing about the
achievements, and the challenges theydve over
finds great jJjoy in mewabchingggrlaedmagreowt udeme
research, publish their wor kQn atnlde smacrue es aneamt
side, Dr . Bailey has participated in several

decisions and ensuring scidceacciesSitomsfnoarspadartat e
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incredibly fulfilling to see the appreciation

andow a teaomkceam!| | aboratively toward conservi

When | asked Dr. Bail ey about courses and
i mportant i n her jpowersseyd, toh evammesn ©méEeutt hian s om
way. There was al ways something to | earn, and

valuable in different conmti exnostyh,edmathidagd aolc o gPp
courses, taught by instructors who were genui
tailored their teaching to the classds intere
alweod her twosleéd cemh
and applications. Add g [her
undergraduate year s,
decided what shshwiamp
enjoyed |l earning a
retrospect, sheds comji
valuable having a bac|
science and the humanf
understanding the
conservation and consf.
Thta foundation has gi
appreciation for cont [&

navigat artaaentdt h peopl e

di fferent backgroundsy|

One i mportant | esson Figd7e Larissa ey
] radio telemetry.
as |l earned oaerd lar jtdt
pplies to thei §iteHad vasl lme whfolpat i ence and per

nd dedication to bring a group of people tog

ustai nabl e cnmoannsaegrevneetnitonploarn. Ther ef or e, both

h

a

a

easy to |l ook at a situation from a single per
s

persistence ar e ehsasveenNo adnegqudadei st asethiodtmoc e al one
S

ciencenaedvati on are colBleamagr aviilve ngndeawonrk

51



to |Ilisten, to recognize what you know, and to
i mportant characteristics to have.

Hence, one of Dr. Baileyébés main pieces of
ask queesdpeomnisal |y of those who masRr knBai laeypi t
emphasizes, questions also open the door to |
i's just as iIimportant in sci &motmeftiianecsampe®omps eas
particularly students, can be reluctant to as
good one or might sound silly. Il know that wh
inti midating to speak up in class or go to a p
Bailey has never encountered a question she ¢
ot hers reswedndd wiotuh,shfoul d know that. o I n most
others in the class probably do too. Question
of Il earning. In the end, it comes down to a ¢

guestigaiandn undSeor,ctdatndbhemagsati sfi esdleakut h not

answers, both in the classroom and throughout

FigdB8e Boreal toad. Photo
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| arge part of the wo er doe

the Forest Service | t I mpr

rking on a major projec] aband
ilities dam near the La orado
S a huge uhdertaguinged

nding, building partner de r a
akehol dencgogroapaivi edge

pertise each person bro bl e, a
ti mately r easntdorsiunrgr otuhred i

ck ttouraalnasgekemg back njj

the ground where the d Kri st
e rtehseul t smménsheamount

ordination, planning, a t hat
e p.rCojnectoni hhi s projectf|

ads from start to finis ing it
ccess, has been incftAadi for h
rsonal side note, | am f FigdsSe Kriste Gegrge

hol ding a toad.

d hearing about an amazi . , - ... ... - proje
i's in the area where | ngrpawimmg.Wwas both exc
Kri sitserempl ayewd!| dsi fe biologist fohk St.the For
partment of Agri cuwitludlei.f Vhishhaed digarls dtni tolne i s
diti onal rolesquast @amadhgnyaskKerfandergraduat
tur al resources management with a minor in
ivelnhsetey this minor is no |i oirsdaeramajv @Aifltelrl e
aduating, she spent many years working with
iety of roles. She first got her foot in th
l unteer in viwagoaof fsiecivalcleys, hithedi ast hepark
ckcountry office where she h.ellpredt lpe ofpdlel @pwi
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seasons shetlwerwieldd®mne s
cremwmere she patrolled b
campsites and trails anc
search and rescobdeoper at
|l ater held a winter sea:¢
Everglades National Par}

outreach interpreter.

Kristenbés first per ms
with the NPS was in the

Figb0e Kristen Meyer hc region on a fire use moc«
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t o
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vered sewverabspahks| nt er nsohuen ttarianv eReegdi oenx t e n s

iI's job, and that experience helped her 1| and
rk as a fuels technician, wher e esfifeecwosr keod
r heabmbkee&r e rrpeosswirteed i n seeking out other ¢
ditionraelallyg,zesdde d not want tomapnpagemarttbowg

r mAt this stage in her |ife, Kristen had be
e decided it was time to return to Colorado

gree.

Her master s program was of ftihceigailaljye citn f or

cused on breeding bird monitoring programs.

perience and the courses she took. After ea
seasonal work at Rocky Mountain National P
ated projects. Eventually, she secured a pe
nsulting company, wher e s hKer iwsotrekne d aftoerr amofvee

ecopbogiseh wHdarhe gstheServicebds Rocky Mountain
ntracted tphrroofuigth oarAghabneirz aatbioount. a year and f i

blication on fuels tr etartanmesittsi dme d itpa rti haen B
nagement in Grandaduacwilodali Eehlalrahdopgsse ca:
irplay, Colorado, where she now wioa ks as a

sition she hds flyelachsf.or al most
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a career, but once sh e alt
ure and the outdoors,

|l owed.

Some of the most influ
stenb6s career came fro
|l e she doesndt point t
res that, overallgadhe
ping her practice fl exi
tackle research that r
l'ing 1 dEas hamgdshgeri en
ugh, her work journey
rsework @gawetheraltsthkemow
ded to enter the fiethe
t from the trial and er
t h.e iThiselad apawadaer e writ.i
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