
                       
              
              
              
              
          

Urban and Community Forestry 
Tree City USA:  The Arbor Day Foundation (ADF) instituted an electronic 
recertification program this year for all Tree City USA communities.   In the 
past, communities were required to send paper copies of their Arbor Day 
Proclamation, the annual plan of work, budget items, and any news coverage 
articles to the Colorado State Forest Service (CSFS).  The CSFS would then 
review the documentation and forward that paperwork on to the ADF. This 
electronic application should speed up the whole application process.  In 
addition it should reduce paperwork, eliminate postage, and will facilitate 
record-keeping for the ADF.  To recertify electronically, communities must scan 
all the required documentation and send it via the internet to the ADF.  These 
online applications are then reviewed and approved by the CSFS.   
 
In 2011, there were 94 Colorado communities recognized as a Tree City.  Of those approved Tree City 
communities fifty-five percent chose to submit electronic applications instead of paper ones.  The ADF 
prefers the electronic method of recertification for Tree City and Growth Awards, but they will still accept 
paper applications.  Other programs like Tree Line USA and Tree Campus USA will begin accepting 
electronic applications next year.    
 
This year two mountain communities reached significant benchmarks for their tree programs. Crested Butte  
completed 10 years as a Tree City, and Steamboat Springs reached their 20th year.  Congratulations to both 
communities for all their efforts in promoting trees.   
 
Gold Leaf Award:  The Rocky Mountain Chapter of the International Society of Arboriculture (ISA) would 
like to acknowledge outstanding Arbor Day Activities or Community Landscape Beautification projects that 
occurred in 2011.  The deadline for submission of applications to the Rocky Mountain Chapter is September 
2nd.   Winners will be announced at the ISA-RMC Annual Conference on Friday, September 30, 2011.  You 
can download the Gold Leaf Award Application from their website, www.isarmc.org or call the Rocky 
Mountain Chapter office at 303-756-1815.  Grand Junction won this prestigious award in 1993 and 1995.   
 

Colorado Tree Coalition 
Tour de Poudre: This year marks the 12th year for this one-day bike ride.  Formerly called the Cottonwood 
Classic, this ride will start and end at the New Belgium Brewery in Fort Collins on June 26th.  There is a 
shorter and a longer version of the ride.  The shorter route is 35 miles and the longer one is 60 miles.  The 
route parallels the Poudre River along a mostly paved trail.    
 
All funds generated through the registration fees will be split evenly between the Colorado Tree Coalition 
(CTC) and the Tree Research & Education Endowment (TREE) Fund.  These funds will go towards more 
tree planting efforts in Colorado and tree research.   The organizers would like to have all registrations in by 
June 17th.   A registration application can be found on the CTC website www.coloradotrees.org.   On the 
CTC home page, click on the box with the bicycle rider image.   
 
Important Date for Your Calendar 
October 7, 2011:  The 21st Annual Western Colorado Community Forestry Conference will be hosted by 
the town of Buena Vista.   Please review and completed the attached registration brochure or visit the 
Colorado Tree Coalition website at www.coloradotrees.org where more information and a registration 
brochure will be posted at a later date.      
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