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PETER SOMMER AND BEN MARKLEY  
PLAY THE GREAT AMERICAN SONGBOOK 

PETER SOMMER, tenor saxophone 
Ben Markley, piano 

APRIL 10, 2023 | 7:30 P.M. | ORGAN RECITAL HALL

MUSIC TO BE SELECTED FROM:

Born To Be Blue – Mel Torme and Robert Wells 

Do Nothing Til’ You Hear From Me – Duke Ellington and Bob Russell 

The End of a Love Affair – Edward Redding 

How Long Has This Been Going On? – George and Ira Gershwin 

I Thought About You – Jimmy Van Heusen and Johnny Mercer 

It’s All Right With Me – Cole Porter 

Just Squeeze Me – Duke Ellington and Lee Gaines 

Secret Love – Sammy Fain and Paul Francis Webster 

Summer Night – Harry Warren and Al Dubin 

Tea For Two – Vincent Youmans and Irving Caesar 

Tenderly – Walter Gross and Jack Lawrence 

That’s All – Alan Brandt and Bob Haymes 

When Lights Are Low – Benny Carter and Spencer Williams



BIOS 

BEN MARKLEY, a jazz pianist, has performed with Brian Lynch, Greg Osby, 
Eddie Henderson, Terell Stafford, George Garzone, and John Fedchock. 
Markley's latest recording project is Clockwise: The Music of Cedar Walton 
(OA2 records). Markley, along with special guest trumpeter Terell Stafford, 
celebrates one of the more influential and beloved figures in jazz through 
this unique project, showcasing many of the late pianist and composer 
Cedar Walton's most revered tunes through new arrangements for big 

band. Performing iconic compositions such as 'Hindsight,' 'Bolivia,' and 'Holy Land,' Markley 
brings together fellow faculty members from the University of Wyoming and top-flight Denver-
area musicians to produce an honest and swinging recording that honors Cedar Walton while 
presenting his music in a bright new light. The album received great critical acclaim and was 
selected as one of the best 4 star rated albums of 2017 by DownBeat magazine 

Markley is active as a composer and arranger with many big band and vocal jazz charts 
published through UNC Jazz Press. Recent arranging commissions include the Jazz 
Orchestra of Philadelphia and Wyoming Jazz Educators All-State Jazz Band. Compositions 
from Markleyʼs first two albums have earned him ASCAP Young Jazz Composers Awards. 
Markley was selected to participate in the Betty Carter Jazz Ahead program held at the 
Kennedy Center. 

Markley’s book A Practical Approach to Improvisation – The David Hazeltine Method was 
published by Jamey Aebersold Jazz in December of 2014. It documents David Hazeltine’s 
process of creating etudes from transcriptions.  

Markley is an active performer in the Denver-metropolitan area and along the front range. He 
can be seen regularly at in Ft. Collins as part of the Subterranean jazz trio at Ace Gillett's Lounge. 

Markley currently serves as Director of Jazz Studies at the University of Wyoming where he 
directs and coaches the Wyoming Jazz Ensemble, and combos. He also teaches applied jazz 
piano, improvisation and is the director of the UW Jazz Festival.



Saxophonist PETER SOMMER has contributed his energetic and graceful 
playing and creative spirit to a wide variety of musical projects ranging from 
mainstream bebop to classic and contemporary concert music to avant-
garde improvisations at venues across the nation and around the world.  

Peter has released six albums as a leader. His latest release, Soulful 

Songs and Spirits (2022), features his working septet of Front Range jazz 
masters playing original arrangements and compositions inspired by legends of the art form. 
Previous releases include Sioux County (2006) on Tapestry Records, featuring his original 
compositions in duo with jazz piano legend Art Lande, Crossroads (2008) on Capri Records, 
featuring a two-tenor frontline with the great NYC saxophonist Rich Perry, and Tremolo 

Canteen (2010) and Narrando Historias (2015) on Dazzle Recordings.  

Sommer is also active as a concert saxophonist, performing recitals of newly commissioned 
pieces and masterworks both regionally and abroad. Recent performances include John 
Mackey's Soprano Saxophone Concerto and David Biedenbender's “Dreams in Dusk” with 
the Colorado State University Symphonic Band. He was also a member of the consortium to 
commission a new soprano saxophone concerto from William Bolcom, which he premiered in 
Fall 2016 with the CSU Wind Symphony, and a new sonata from James M. David, premiered 
in Fall 2019.  

Peter has performed with the Dallas Symphony Orchestra, the Colorado Symphony 
Orchestra and the Colorado Music Festival Orchestra, the Fort Collins Symphony, and the 
Cheyenne Symphony He has been a featured jazz soloist at North American Saxophone 
Alliance Regional and Biennial Conferences.  He has also performed at IAJE International 
Conferences in Anaheim and Toronto, Canada, at the Jeju International Wind Ensemble 
Festival in South Korea, and has performed at World Saxophone Congresses in Valencia, 
Spain, Bangkok, Thailand, St. Andrews, Scotland and Strasbourg, France.  

Peter Sommer is Professor of Saxophone and Jazz Studies at Colorado State University in 
Ft. Collins and serves as the Woodwind Area Coordinator for the School of Music, Theatre 
and Dance. He is a D’Addario Woodwinds Artist and performs exclusive on Select Jazz and 
Reserve Reeds on all of his instruments. 
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