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Colorado State University Concert Orchestra

FIRST VIOLIN

Casey Lee, Concertmaster

Mackenzie Warden, Assistant Concertmaster
Kyla Heley

Kiaya Johnston

Ellie Cothran

SECOND VIOLIN

Grace Harbo, Principal

Kristie Davis, Assistant Principal
Morgan Gardner

Richard Galbreath

Jennifer Clary

VIOLA
Andrew Mendizabal/Leslie Stewart, Principal
Lauren Pallemaerts, Assistant Principal

CELLO

Brianna Ramirez Rubio, Principal
Kristin Weninger, Assistant Principal
Ashley Haliw

BASS
Amber Sheeran, Principal
Michael Atkinson, Assistant Principal

PERCUSSION
*Ben Stordeur
*Jalen Thompson

PIANO
*Tim Burns

LIBRARIAN
Andrew Mendizabal

COACHES (from the Graduate String Quartet Program)
Dmitri Ascarrunz, second violins
Carly Nelson, violas

Faith Rohde, cello

*Denotes guest artist



ABOUT OUR COMPOSER/ARRANGER

CASEY LEE is a fiddle player, teacher, composer, and multi-instrumentalist from Saline, Michigan.
She is currently the fiddler for the bluegrass-adjacent band, House With a Yard—whose self-
released album Carousel came out in 2019; her playing on the album has been described as
“hauntingly delicious”. Casey also enjoys collaborating with other local artists including Venture
Still and the Charlie Stevens Band. Prior to moving to Colorado, she worked as a dance fiddler for
Michigan music festivals and performed, recorded, and toured with Dragon Wagon, Ghost City
Searchlight, and Top Hats and Monocles. Additionally, she has been grateful to share the stage
with artists such as Mark O’Connor and Sam Bush as part of her time with the internationally
touring Saline Fiddlers, with whom she recorded, performed, and toured in high school.

In addition to her work across old-time, bluegrass, rock, Klezmer, and metal styles, Casey's
two decades of orchestral experience includes her role as Concertmaster of the CSU Concert
Orchestra since 2018. She is pursuing a Ph.D in Ecology at CSU, and has degrees in Biology and
Environmental Studies from Oberlin College. As a teacher, Casey maintains a private studio and
has coached workshops in improvisation, back-up techniques, and the integration of progressive
stylistic elements into traditional music.

ABOUT OUR CONDUCTORS

ANDREW MENDIZABAL is a graduate student in instrumental conducting under the guidance
of Maestro Wes Kenney. Drew is a native of Las Vegas, Nevada and received his Bachelor of
Music Education degree at the University of Nevada- Reno in 2019, where he studied clarinet
and conducting under the direction of Dr. Reed Chamberlin and Dr. Jason Altieri. He has
received awards for his leadership and musicianship within the UNR music department and his
involvement with the University Bands. Drew has conducted and performed with community
ensembles, classroom ensembles, and university ensembles alike.

LESLIE STEWART has served as Director of String Pedagogy since 2006 and was named
Conductor of the Concert Orchestra at CSU in 2012. Professor Stewart has been Music Director
of the Health & Wellness Community Orchestra (a collaboration with Front Range Community
College) since it was founded in 2008. In 2013 she honored with the “Outstanding Service
Award” by the CSU College of Liberal Arts for her work with this ensemble. The Mayor and City
Council of Ft. Collins declared February 20, 2018 to be “Leslie Stewart Day” in recognition of the
orchestra’s 10th anniversary season.

Previous academic posts include Old Dominion University where she served as Assistant Professor
of Violin and Director of Orchestral Activities beginning in 2000 and received the “Most Inspirational
Faculty Member” award from the College of Arts and Letters in 2006. She has also served on the
faculties of Christopher Newport University and the Governor’s School for the Arts (both in Virginia),
Chowan College in North Carolina and Dominican College of San Rafael in California.

An active guest conductor and clinician, she has worked with numerous youth symphonies, honor
orchestras, and community symphonies throughout the United States, as well as in Germany,
Scotland, and Brazil. Her former music directorships include the Red Mountain Chamber Orchestra
(Birmingham, Alabama), Marin Symphony Youth Orchestra (San Rafael, California) and Bay Youth
Orchestras of Virginia (Norfolk Virginia). A graduate of Interlochen Arts Academy, Ms. Stewart holds
Bachelor and Master degrees in Music Performance from the University of Southern California.
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